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rlal Committee 0f Fifteen, opened th LUMBERMEN MEET.IK CURSE OF PORTLAND'S GREED DEATH STOPS

THAW TRIALOVER IT ALL

Port of Columbia Bill

Raw Discrimination.

LAST RESORT OF A

Bold Device to Retain the Commercial Prestige of the Columbia

Basin Being Diverted to the Coast Line By Fate and Nat-

ure and the Inevitable Law of Final Adjustment.

OWN DAY

tion of Cham

ber of Commerce.

WASBWLLIANISCCCESS

Messrs. Richardson Merrick and
Smith Contribute Im-

mensely,

$6,500 RAISED FOR YEAR

Opera House Crowded Many Ladiei
Prsient They Subscribe Aa Wall

At th Man Ringing 8paachaa
and Flna Mutio.

In conformity wllh a carefully pre- -

arranged program, ordained by the
Astoria Chamber of Commerce, In the
Interests of this city, yesterday s noon

express from Portland brought hither
a trio of active commercial leaders,
men of moment and authority tn the
business world of the metropolis, who

laid aside their specific duties to como

here to "Id, aJvlso, assist, In the work I

of Astoria's own day; the revamping.
of her commercial cner- -

gU--s and tho building up of the con-- 1

trol iig.-nr- that shall keep those en- -

ergles employed to the constant and

unceasing good of the city. I

They wero met at tho depot by

Chaldmnn Oratke and his colleagues
of the Committee of Fifteen, and drlv- -

en directly to the Hotel Occident,
whore they were comfortably bestowed

for auc httme ns they should be In

Astoria. During the afternoon these!

TWO COUNTIES UNWILLINGLY

MEASURE WILL BE FOUGHT IN

NATION PORTLAND PRESS
GIVES BUT DESULTORY

COLUMBIA COUNTIE8

is a Deliberate Tbeft and

FRIGHTENED COMMUNITY

CLASSED IN THE SCHEME

EVERY COURT OF THE STATE AND

ASHAMED OF THE SCHEME,
BACKING CLATSOP AND

HELPLESS A STEAL

an ordinary man may read between
Is confirmation complete and damna- - ;

and the amenities that usually prevail

iney hbk me tuu oi cvcij wicuu- -

stolon of the night, with a clear, spe.
rifle statement of tho purposes of th
assembly, pleading for patent arid
useful of the Astoria
Chamber of Commerce, commending,
In uliujmmt terms, the good faith and
arduous work, of tho small group that
ban loyally maintained the present or
Kiinlxatlitn through thick and thin, the
sum itri'l value of tho reorganisation
being to crown the fuithfu tabor of
these men and demonstrate llielr fultb
In tho future of Astoria, a well aa
I hut of her citizenry, lila address was
brief, direct, happily propitious, and
wa thoroughly well received. Mr.

Oratke, In plcuiuiril terrna, Introduced
i lie lending speaker of the evening, Mr.

Merrick, secretary of the Oregon (iro-- i

"ia and Merchants' Association, who,

spuuklng upon the theme of "nrguiilitu-tlon,- "

In the following pithy and point
ed remark, evoked round after round
of genuine applause;

"Hlxly-flv- e years ago, New York bo

gait Its great ihango Into a big city
t'p to that time Its harbor wna called
a gtingwuy to Albany. Tho first rail
road In the United Biatea had recently
boen built. A railroad was planneJ
to go down the Hudson and tho Al

bany paper ridiculed It aa a fool pro
Joct, and wound up by declaring that
New York could never be more than
a gangway to Albany. How does that
sound today? Perhaps not many who

live In New York todny know why
It became tho greatest city In this
country. It Is simply because It la a

great seaport, downgrade from every
where. Tho commerce of this coun

try breaks from the Rockies along
the lines of least realstence, both
Rant and West. On the eaat It fol

0w along the line of the Oreat
likaa, through the Mohawk Valley to

the Valley of tht Hudson, and down

that river to Its mouth. Hence we

have New York, and for no other rca
,m. The traffic could not go to Boa

ton without crossing the Catskllls, and
h( could not go to Philadelphia wlth- -

,.t other steep grades. On the west
,,rn jiiopo of the continent the same
IIW apply. It la all a question of

Urade. That Is all there Is to mod

orn rail transportation. Some of our

tonnage hue been diverted to Puget
Hound for a time by certain railroad

manipulation and the mistaken course
0f Portland; but It will ultimately
,.omo here beyond any question. When
nature reared the great Cascade

rtange, and sent tho Columbia down

can eVcr be reached downgrade. Ev- -

,.ry train from the Enat to Puget
g0Und climbs nearly 4,000 feet through
tnft clouds, at tremendous expense.
RVery train to Ban Francisco must
rllrrtb graded fully as ateep. Here we

miVe ,n0 one ,jown grade, natural out
et

"Tho great cities are at tho great
harbors. The better the harbor the

wrjj. You see It dally and are apt
to overlook Its tromendoua slgnlfi- -

cnm.e. Hut as for myself, I am decp- -

y thrilled every time I climb one of

tnoflft nlg ftn(j take In the wondrous

HKntj matchless, perfect, protoct- -

eJ freBh-wat- er harbor within reach

ng diHtance of the open sea. Its en

tlre equai d0es not exist on this globe,

And you nttve everything behind It, to

magnify Us valuo,

..you see tnat the government la now

determined to rush the completion of

question about It. Over a million cu

b(c feet 0f water a second flowing out

over a Mnd bottom. Water is the

only unsqueezaible force In nature. Be

ing unsqueezable, the compressure of

the Jetties under the conditions here,

will give any depth required.
"Water and rail facilities have pro-

duced the great cities of the world.

It Is an axiom that commerce will al-

ways Anally seek the easiest grades,
to the cheapest ports. Into the hlgh- -

. '(Continued on Page 2.)

Western Retail Association Holds

Fourth Annual Gathering.

SALT LAKE, Feb, 16. Three hun-

dred members of the Western Retail
Lumbermen's Association from the
States of Washington, Oregon, Neva-

da, Colorado, Utah, Idaho and Montana

gathered here today in their fourth
annual convention. A feature of the
Op'-nln- session was the annual ad-

dress of President Merrill. Merrill re-

sented the charge frequently made

that thf-r- is a lumber trust and stated
that the members of the association
courted the fullest Investigation. The

prevailing higher prices, he said, was

due to the present era of higher val-

uta in nil iridiitrlp and to the de

mand for supplies in excess of normal'

production.

REFUSES OFFERS.

Harriman Will Not Sell Oriental Ship
Lines to Japanese.

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 14. The ex

aminer says today, that President Har

riman of the Pacific Mall Company has

refused all offers of the officials of the

Toyen Kisen Kalsha, the Japanese
company operating steamers between

this port and the orient to sell out to

them his line of steamers in part or in

whole. The Pacific Mall Company, It

Is said, Is now considering a proposi-

tion from Mexico, by which the Pac

ific Mall Is to abandon the Panama

route In toto, and run its steamers

in connection wth the Tehuantepec- -

Isthmian line or else divide Its steam
er service between the two isthmian

roads.

ESCAPE8 SUPPRESSION.

ST. PETERSBURG, Feb. 14. (Co

pyrighted 1907 by the Associated

Press) General Kuropatkln's history
of the result of the Japanese war

which was confiscated by the Russian

government, has at last become ac-

cessible, desnlte the most extreme

precautions to prevent the galling of'

flclal document reaching the public.

The work Is remarkable for Its historic

value as the closing chapter of the

war from the pen of the commander

In chief and for the merciless criti

clsm of men and measures which In

Kurooatkin's estimate swept Russia

and its army to defeat The work

consists of three bulky volumes, re

spectlvely devoted to the battle of Liao

Tang, of Sha River and of Mukden.

INCREASE NAVY.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14. The Na

val Appropriation bill occupied the

entire time of the House today and it

was almost .completed. ' The single
remaining section is that increasing
the naval establishment It was al

lowed to go over until tomorrow when

it is .expected that an effort will be

made to reduce the number of battle

ships provided for In the bill.

KILLED BY PATIENT.

BLACKFOOT, Ida, Feb. 14. Thos.

H. Dobson, chef of the State insane

Asylum, was killed this morning at an

early hour by a patient. Dobson was

engaged in preparing the morning
meal9, when George Byers, who here

tofore had been regarded as a trusty

patient, assaulted him with a heavy
coal shovel and beat his brains out,

EXAMINE WATER SOURCES.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 14. The Sen

ate today passed a bill providing for

the investigating of the water sources

of the United States. The Investiga
tion Is to be made by the director of

the geogollcal survey. Both under

ground and surface waters are to be

Investigated.

LEFT WOMAN TO DROWN.

BLOCK ISLAND, Feb. 14. Seventy-fou- r

bodies have been recovered here
from the disaster off Watch Hill Mon-

day night. One survivor, Miss Sadie

Galup, of Boston, today declared that
she begged either Captain McVey or

Purser Young to take her in their boat to

but they pushed her way and the

life boat left the Larchmont with only

six In It, although It would have held

twenty more.

A tremendous transition in the commerce of Oregon Is Impending!

Time and the tides of business utility have ordained a change In the

commercial currents of the State.

The Columbia Basin Is to be employed In the last, and greatest, of Its

potentialities; the mouth of the great river is, at an early day, to serve

the vast Northwest and tta great staples, as nature Intended It should;

The tribute, which for long years, has been levied by the metropolis of

Oregon, as a seaport, Is to cease, and the better part of an annual million

of money Is to be retained by the growers and shippers of grain; the bar-

gees they have paid to Portland Is to be a thing of the past; nature is,

finally, to command the situation and common-sens- e and commercial expe-

diency, to hold sway over the raw selfishness of a single community.

But, not If Portland can help It!

And to gag and stay and stifle the new order of thltjgs, Portland, In her

desperate fright, using her lost, vain grip upon receding domination, has

framed, and will force, if possible, a bill In the legislature, whereby she

hopes to retain the leverage of exaction and the unjust prestige that goes

with It. ,

It Is the Port of Columbia Bill!

By means of this measure (which upon its face, Is a clumsy, n,

baleful fraud, designed absolutely in her own Interest) she hopes

to save a preponderant share In the commerce wherewith she has sweat-

ed tho Northwestern grower, for lo, these many years.

She knows better than all others, that the sagacity of railway enter-

prise, has Irrevocably decided that the grain of the great basin must go

abroad via the mouth of the Columbia river; that it must be loaded and des-

patched there; that the differential operating against her, and which she

has pretended to absorb all these years, must be wiped out, and the commo-

n-point rates must be extended to the sea line of Oregon and to the

harbor and bar of Astoria, It Is her perfect knowledge of these things
that is forcing her hand and moving her to the point of desperation to

retain at least a paltry showing in the now alignment which destiny, na-

ture and commercial acumen have ordained.

The secret has been well-ke- pt in Portland. The Port of Columbia Bill

was tho first and frankest confession of her abject scare and nasty re

Wife of Juror Bolton Suc-

cumbs to Illness. ;

ADJOURNMENT IS TAKEN

Catastrophe Casts Gloom Over
All Concerned in the

Case.

THAW EVINCES SYMPATHY

Remaining Eleven Jurors Are Released
from Custody, with Admonition

Not to Read Newspapers or
Discuss the Murder.

NEW YORK, Feb. 14. Another
tragic chapter In the history of the
Thaw-Whi- te episode was written to-

day, when death stepped In to halt the
famous trial. The wife of Juror Bol-

ton died this afternoon, soon after her
husband reached her bedside. Soon
after the trial was resumed this morn-

ing, Bolton was summoned to the bed-si- de

of his wife. At the time Dr. Brit-to- n

D. Evans of Morris Plains Insane
Asylum was about to detail the Im-

portant conversations which, he said,
had influenced him to decide Thaw In-

sane. Justice Fitzgerald at once took
a recess until 2 o'clock, and the juror,
accompanied by his associates and two
court officers went to the Bolton home
In the Bronx where Mra Bolton was

being kept alive by means of oxygen.
She died soon after the arrival of her
husband. Formal announcement of
Mrs. Bolton's death was made shortly
after two o'clock and Judge Fitzger-
ald Immediately adjourned the case
until Monday.

The court also, with consent of the

counsel, ordered that the other eleven

jurymen be given their liberty, and no

longer be held together. He admon-

ished the Jurors to be guided by hon

esty and their oaths and not to read
the newspapers or discuss the Thaw
case with anybody.

The death of Bolton's wife had a de

pressing effect on everybody. The

prisoner seemed to feel the matter
keenly when brought into court to
hear the formal announcement for

postponement. When Bolton took his

place this morning, Thaw centered his

gaze upon the unfortunate juror. It
was not

'

a stare of curiosity or con

cern as to his own welfare; there
seemed rather to be a light of sym
pathy In the eyes of the man accused
of murder. In announcing the ad- - .

journment until Monday, Fitzgerald
expressed the hope that the trial might
proceed. He realized, however, that
much depends upon Bolton's ability to
concentrate his mind on the' case. If

he cannot do this or h3 personal af-

fairs are In such shape as to . prevent
his giving his whole attention to the

case, some other solution of the dif-

ficulty must be looked for.

COMMITS SUICIDE.

James Reed, an old ship carponter,
residing near Skamokawa, committed
suicide Tuesday noon. His body was

found yesterday morning by neighbors
who had noted his

He had tied a string to the trigger of
rifle and shot himself, inflicting a

wound not instantaneously fatal, as he

evidently lost much blood before death.
The motive for the deed la attributed

alcoholism.
The deceased was born in Canada,

but spent most of his life in Mich

igan, coming to Skamokawa In 1891.

He leaves two sons, both in Michigan.

gentlemen were met and greeted by through their only gorge, she declared
numerous leading cltlxens ond several where the tonnage of the InlunJ Em-hou- rs

were devoted to automoblllng, ,,ro muHt ultimately reach the sea. It
tho courtesies In this behalf being ex- - tho only point where the Pacific
tended by Messrs. Q. W. Sanborn, F.

L. Parker, and F. E. Fisher.
The weather wua happily auspicious

and the visitors made the most of It

and of their opportunities to look over

Astoria and take cognizance of her I

buslnessea and Industries, all of which

they commented upon In kindly and

commendatory terms. I

After a hearty dinner In the even- -

Ing the guosts of tho day, accompnn- - Rr,nter does tho city become. Corn-le- d

by a large number of loading cltl- - meroo wj center at the point where

gens, In automobile and carriages, t C(in attain its ends with the least

Joined In an Impromptu parade, head- -
CX((,,1H ftn,i greatest despatch. I

id by tho famous Kaleva band of wonder If you all know that this Is
sourcefulness unci the ease with which

Its lines tho havoc of loss and despair,
ble.

In the name of common justice

Finns, and proceeded west from the (10 ol)v tlrst-clns- s, fresh-wat- er nt

to the federal building on port n tnR xjntol States. A really
Bond, thence to Commercial, east to K(10(I gonpnrt Is one of the rarest

the O, Tt. & N, dock gangway, and things the Lord ever made. There

thonre to the Astoria Thentre, which ftro i,,BH tnnn thirty good ones In the
In tho adjustment of human and communal affairs, Clatsop county and As-

toria plead against their Inclusion in th,1s vicious measure. They abso-

lutely forbid their representatives at Salem to tolerate it, in any guise, un- -

itcr any influence, ror any ena; unu

had been leased by the Chamber for

the evening's presentation of the pop- -

ulur movement of tho hour. On nr- -

rlval there, the handsome new play- -

house was literally crowded to the

doors with a boat of eagre cltb.ena, a

flattnrlng percentage of well gowned

women enllvonlng tho auditorium.

Precisely at 8 o'clock Chairman

Oratke led the visitors and their es- -

cort upon tho big stago, to the or- -

, chostral melody of the popular As-- 1

toria Mandolin club. In the assem-- 1

blage back of the footlights were the tne jotty we shall have ample
prominent Astorlans: J. W. ter on that bar; not the slightest

mtndcd legislator at the capital, In balking rorever an imposition at once

so wretchedly and selfishly designed and so brutally unjust.
We have known for a long while, that some great change was Impend-

ing, that It would engage this section and this port, advantageou3ly; we

could not trace Its source nor fathom its initiative, nor calculate Its results;

we knew that when it came, it would Invoke reprisal from Portland, but

we never dreamed of retaliation so. unconscionably raw and rank as this.

Portland's supremacy In Oregon will, Indeed, be manifest In the passage of

such a measure and only the sense ofjustlce and fair play Inseparable from

the American conscience, and In control at Salem, can save the people

here from so coarse an outrage.
Not this county, nor Columbia, nor the lower river section, are wholly

Involved In this potential scheme. The East, the Willamette Valley, Wash-

ington, Idaho, and Montana) are deeply wrought In the net that Portland

has cast, in the hope of saving her commercial face. The passing of the

grain terminal from the Willamette river to tide-wat- er here, and the oblit-

eration of the embargo on the grain tonnoga out of all that territory,
means millions of profit at the sources of production every year In the future,,
an element of compensation that may, perhaps, break even, In time to come,

against the pretended absorption professed, but never practiced, by the

city and seaport against which It has prevailed. .

Commercial Impulse, business equity, the force of circumstance, every

attribute of fair dealing, demands that Portland be made to take her

"medicine" and relinquish the prize ahe has sequestered and misused for

decades, and suffer the prosecution 6f the new destinies time and fate have

provided. , .

Welch, president, and Chaa. R. Hig- -

gins, secretary, of the Chamber of I

Commerce; Frank Clark, secretary,

and Dr. Mohn, C. R. Morse, Dr. Ball,

A. Dunbar, F. 3. Carney, A. Slmmlng-to- n,

Brenham Van Dusen, W. T. Ross,

Dr. Pllklngton, A. Schernakau, J. E.

Hlgglns, F. Ii. Parker, of the reception

committee; and Messrs. M. R. Pom-ero- y,

P, J. Goodman, Col. John Adair,

W. E. Tallant, as well as Councllmen

Xogan, Stangland, Morton, Hansen

.and Robinson,
Chairman John Gratke, of the spe- -'


